Retinal detachments--when to refer? Identifying the complicated case.
Cases of retinal detachment are usually referred by one ophthalmologist to another, because of their complexity. The complicated nature of such cases can be judged by their likely response to conventional methods of retinal reattachment surgery. When the causative retinal breaks cannot be identified or closed by conventional means, it is reasonable to call detachments complicated. The prompt identification of such cases and their referral, if appropriate facilities and expertise to undertake them are not at hand, are essential steps in the correct management of rhegmatogenous retinal detachments.